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Introduction 

Human Capital Development is the core of popular development. Education, specifically 
Basic Education is the foundation of it all.  The State of Osun under Ogbeni Rauf 

Aregbesola believes that human capital development through investment in education 

certainly places man on the predictable pathway to irreversible advancement. The 
investment in education in Osun is driven by the resolve of the administration to equip the 

future generation of the State with the best possible resources regardless of their 

background, so they can seek a better and prosperous future for themselves and 
consequently for the State. 

 
Consequently, Osun has pursued human capital development through massive 

investment in education as the path to producing high quality, fit and ready people, with 
the right skills and capacity to rebuild the society and by extension, the country. The below 

is the presentation of FACTS on the impact of the timely and audacious Basic Education 

Reforms over the last 8 years adopting the 12-year period West African Senior School 
Certificate Examination (WASSCE) Results obtained and verifiable from the West Africa 

Examinations Council (WAEC) as yardstick 

 
This factsheet is prepared to concisely clarify impact of State of Osun’s robust efforts in 
repositioning basic education in the State. It is also believed that this FACTSHEET quash 

the wild, manipulative and spurious claims that education reform is not yielding fruit. This 

FACTSHEET dwells on the analysis of WAEC RESULTS starting from the just concluded 
2018 and walking backwards through the results of the last 12 years and linking this to 

reforms done. The analysis is hereby presented by section. 

OSUN WASSCE 2018 
The data obtained from the WAEC reveal that the increasing number of Osun students 

are having credit passes in the core and admissible subjects in WASSCE over the years 

especially between 2016 and 2018. Disaggregating the performance of Osun students in 
2018 WASSCE on subject basis, 70.7%, 75.2%, 53.56% and 70% of the total number of 
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candidates passed General Mathematics, Further Mathematics, English Language and 

Financial Accounting with at least credit passes respectively. 
 
Table 1: Performance of Osun Students in Core Subjects in 2018 West African Senior 
School Certificate Examination (WASSCE). 

 Core Subjects Percentages of Candidates with (A1 - C6) 
English 53.56% 

General Mathematics 70.73% 
Further Mathematics 61.90% 

Biology 59.28% 
Chemistry 54.44% 

Physics 75.22% 
Agricultural Science 79.03% 

Commerce 61.31% 
Financial Accounting 69.76% 

Book Keeping 62.89% 
Data Processing 64.28% 

Economics 68.49% 
Geography 52.31% 

Government 61.66% 
History 63.86% 

Civic Education 70.93% 

French 80.56% 
Source:  West Africa Examination Council (WAEC), 2018 
	

OSUN STUDENTS PERFORMANCE IN WASSCE (2006 - 2018) 
 

Pre-Ogbeni Rauf Aregbesola’s Administration - (2006 – 2010) 

The Osun 12-year WASSCE results obtained from the West African Examination 

Council (WAEC) reveal that the best performance of Osun students in WASSCE prior 
to Ogbeni Rauf Aregbesola’s administration was recorded in 2010 when 15.68% of the 

total number of candidates that sat for the exam came out with at least 5 credit passes 

including Mathematics and English Language. In other words, 6,777 out of 43,216 
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candidates that sat for WASSCE in 2010 in Osun passed with the results that could 
guarantee them admission into higher institutions. 

Ogbeni Rauf Aregbesola’s Administration - (2010 – 2017) 

Contrary to the situation prior to the Ogbeni Rauf Aregbesola’s administration where 

the State recorded an annual average number of successful candidates with at least 5 

credit passes in WASSCE of 11.6% during the four years’ period prior to the first term 

of Aregbesola, the state under Aregbesola’s first term has demonstrated a sustained 
improvement with an annual average number of successful candidates with at least 5 

credit passes (including Mathematics and English Language)  in WASSCE of 21% 

indicating 81% improvement over a period of four years.  

This improvement was a result of various reform and initiatives implemented by the 

Aregbesola’s administration at the inception. Some of these initiatives included training 

programmes for teachers, employment of more teachers, introduction of Opon Imo 
(Tablet of Knowledge) and distribution of instructional materials to the students among 

others. 

Similarly, the second term of Ogbeni Rauf Aregbesola’s administration was also 

characterized by continuous improvement in student performance as evidenced by an 
annual average the number of successful candidates with at least 5 credit passes 

(including Mathematics and English Language) in WASSCE of 37.62% for the year 

2015 - 2017. It is therefore important to emphasize that the State  has recorded most 
impressive performance in WASSCE result between 2015 and 2017 as evidenced by 

the increase in the annual average number of successful candidates with at least 5 

credit passes in core subjects including Mathematics and English Language. 
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Table 2: Students Performance in WASSCE (2006 - 2017) 

S/N Year 
Number of 
Students 
Enrolled 

5 Credits and 
Above Including 
English & Maths 

Percentage Administration 

1 2006 37,428 4,085 10.95 
Pre–Ogbeni Rauf 

Aregbesola’s 
Administration 

2 2007 36,171 2,483 6.86 
3 2008 37,715 3,813 10.11 
4 2009 39,676 5,545 13.98 
5 2010 43,216 6,777 15.68 
 
6 2011 53,293 11,674 21.91 Ogbeni Rauf 

Aregbesola’s 
Administration 

 
1st 

Term 

7 2012 51,463 11,444 22.24 
8 2013 47,009 9,654 20.54 
9 2014 47,686 8,844 18.55 
10 2015 48,853 9,522 19.49 Ogbeni Rauf 

Aregbesola’s 
Administration 

 
2nd 

Term 
11 2016 36,685 16,681 45.47 
12 2017 32,488 14,487 44.59 

Source: West African Examination Council (WAEC) 

	
Source:  West Africa Examination Council (WAEC) 2018 
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The lowest performance recorded by the State of Osun during the 12-year period under 
review (2006-2017) in the West African Senior School Certificate Examination (WASSCE) 

was in 2007 when 6.86% of the Osun students corresponding to 2,483 out of 36,171 

students that sat for WASSCE in Osun had at least 5 credit passes (including 
Mathematics and English Language). On the other hand, a superlative performance was 

recorded between 2016 and 2017 when 45.47% and 44.59% of the total candidates that 

sat for WASSCE passed with at least five credit passes including mathematics and 

English language. With this feat, State of Osun can be said to have witnessed 184% 
increase in the number of students with at least 5 credit passes (including Mathematics 

and English Language) between 2010 and 2017. 

	
Figure 2: Growth in the Number of Osun Students with at least 5 credit passes 
(including) Mathematics and English Language) 2006-2017 
 

	
Source:		West	Africa	Examination	Council	(WAEC)	2018	
	

The number of students having at least 5 credit passes (including Mathematics and 
English Language) has increased by 284% between 2010 and 2017. 
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BASIC EDUCATION REFORM (2010 -2018) 

There have been a lot of discourse around physical infrastructure components of the 

Osun Education Reforms so much so that there exists a wrong notion that the 
administration reforms have only centered on the development of brick and mortar. 

Nevertheless, this assertion is not true as the government has focused its attention on 

capacity development, welfare improvement and physical educational infrastructure in the 

education sector. 

It can be argued that while the results from the development of physical educational 

infrastructure can be said to be visible to all, the results from the other side could only 

manifest in the quality of students and teachers in terms of knowledge. The Ogbeni Rauf 
Aregbesola’s administration has also invested heavily in capacity development within the 

education sector, effects of this is the improved student performance in exams being 

witnessed in the state over years. 

 

SELECTED INITIATIVES BEHIND THE PHENOMENAL IMPROVEMENT IN 
EDUCATION SECTOR IN OSUN 

It is important to note that the improved students’ performance as highlighted above is a 

product of the Ogbeni Rauf Aregbesola’s intervention programmes in the sector. Some 
of the programmes include the following: 
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• Teachers Training for Public School Teachers in Osun 

 

 

The State Government of Osun under Ogbeni Rauf Aregbesola’s administration has 

demonstrated commitments to the promotion of innovative teaching/learning in public 

schools through periodic training and retraining for public school teachers. This is being 
done to enhance teachers’ productive capabilities and their teaching skills and practices 

in order to meet high educational standards. 

Specifically, the state has creatively worked with various reputable teachers training 
organizations such as National Institute for Educational Planning and Administration 

(NIEPA) and National Teachers Institute and tertiary institutions such as Osun State 

University UNIOSUN, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile Ife OAU among others in 
delivering relevant capacity building programmes/trainings to the over 29,695 teachers 
in public schools in the state. 
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Some of these trainings are bespoke programmes to update teachers’ knowledge of a 

subject in light of recent advances in the area and also to update their skills, attitudes and 
approaches in light of the development of new teaching techniques and objectives, new 

circumstances and new educational research. 

Presently, over 30, 145 public school teachers have been trained in 26 different training 
programmes and workshops between 2011 and 2018. Worthy of special mention among 

the trainings for the teachers in Osun is the Priming Underutilized Mathematical 
Pumps (PUMP) programme. Under this programme, the state government facilitated the 

visit of Professor Adeniran Adeboye, an indigene of Gbongan, from the Howard 
University, Washington DC, USA to the State of Osun in a bid to ensure re-birth of 

mathematics education teaching and learning in the state. During Professor Adeboye visit 

to the state, he had interactions with over 200 mathematics teachers and over 100 
students in High Schools across the state where he introduced both the teachers and 

students to modern methods of teaching and learning mathematics. The training 

programme provided an opportunity for Professor Adeboye to provide mathematics 
teachers in the state with modern insights on how best to pass mathematics knowledge 

to the students. 
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Table: List of Executed Teacher Training Programmes in Osun (2011-2018) 

S/N YEAR PROJECTS IMPLEMENTER PARTICIPANTS NUMBERS 
TRAINED 

1 2011 

Teachers 
Professional 
Development 
(TPD) 
Programme 

UBEC/SUBEB 

Elementary  School 
Teachers, 
Headmasters and 
Education Managers 

5,000 

2 2012 TPD UBEC/SUBEB/COLLE
GE OF EDU., ILESA, 

Elementary  School 
Teachers, 
Headmasters and 
Education Managers 

4,300 

3 2013 TPD UBEC/SUBEB 

Elementary  School 
Teachers, 
Headmasters and 
Education Managers 

2,050 

4 2013 
Recruitment and 
training of new 
Teachers 

State Government of 
Osun/ SUBEB 

Qualified Teachers 
with Minimum of NCE 3,230 

5 2014 
TPD (SMASE, 
QUALITY 
ASSURANCE) 

UBEC/UNIFECS/UI/U
NIOSUN, FME, NTI 

Elementary  School 
Teachers, 
Headmasters and 
Education Managers 

2050 

6 2014 Training of 
Teachers NTI Class Teachers 500 

7 2015 TPD UBEC/SUBEB 

Elementary  & Middle 
School Teachers, 
Headmasters and 
Education Managers 

1550 

8 2016 Jolly Phonics ILSD/UBEC/FME/SUB
EB 

All Primary one 
Teachers 3050 

9 2016 
Training of Class 
teachers and 
Head teachers 

NTI Class teachers and 
Head Teachers 600 

10 2017 Training of HMs UNICEF Head teachers & 
AHM 660 
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11 2017 

Training of 
Computer 
Teachers on 
Application of 
Computer in 
Classroom 
teachings 

State Government Class Teachers 100 

12 2017 

Training of 
Principals, 
Teachers and 
Head teachers 

NTI Principals, Teachers, 
Head teachers 550 

13 2018 

Training of 
Education 
Managers on ICT 
Literacy 

UBEC/SUBEB/ALOFT 
COMP RESOURCES 

SUBEB Directors, 
Deputy Director, 
Secretaries, HOS, 
Computer Teachers 

100 

14 2018 
Training of 
Education 
Manager 

UBEC/SUBEB/NIEPA 
SUBEB Directors, 
Deputy Director, 
Secretaries 

20 

15 2018 Jolly Phonics ILSD/UBEC/FME/SUB
EB 

All Primary one & two 
Teachers 5235 

16 2018 Training of Head 
teachers UBEC/SUBEB/NIEPA Head teachers 100 

17 2018 
Training of 
Teachers and 
Head teachers 

NTI Teachers and Head 
teachers 600 

18  

Training of  
Principals on 
Leadership and 
Modern School 
Management  20
18 

State Government Principals 450 

19  

Subject Capacity 
Upgrade Training 
for all teachers of 
English and 
Mathematics 

State Government 
English Language 
and Mathematics 
Teachers 

 

TOTAL 30,145 
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• Recruitment of Teachers 

Realizing that the public schools in the state were short of adequate number of teachers, 
the state government engaged over 12,000 Teachers recruited between years 2011-2013 

for Secondary schools. To complement the above, over 6,000 OYES volunteers with 

relevant qualifications and skills were deployed to schools as teachers. Similarly, 3,230 
regular teachers were also employed for elementary schools 

• School Running Grants, Bursary and Payment of External Exam fees 

In order to ensure effective operation and management of school activities across the 
state, the state government increased school running grants. Specifically, school running 

grant increased in elementary schools from ₦51.8M to ₦2.544B and in Middle and High 

schools from ₦819M to ₦2.562B. Similarly, the state government took over the payment 
of Osun students’ external examination fees – WASCE, NABTEB and NECO so as to 

provide financial relief to the poor parents. 

• Provision of Computer Tablet for Learning (Opon-Imo) 
Worthy of special mention is the unprecedented introduction of technology into the 

teaching and learning business at the senior secondary school level. This initiative, apart 

from being applauded by well-meaning Nigerians home and abroad; it has also fetched 
the State numerous awards at the international community. Since its introduction in 2014, 

it has revolutionized how students and teachers conduct the business teaching and 

learning.  
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OTHER REFORM INITIATIVES 
• Reclassification of schools into Elementary (Primary 1-4), Middle (Grade 5-9) and 

High schools (Grades 10-12) in line with international best practices and to aid 

teaching and learning. 

• Government has strengthened the capacity of the state Ministry of Education by 

establishing zonal and local offices, as well as establishment of 3 educational 

districts and creation of office of tutor-general and permanent secretary 

• Introduction of EduMarshalls in schools across the state to curb truancy, cultism 

and to bring back discipline in schools and parents 

• Approved the elongation of the career prospects of Principals of Public Schools 
from GL 16 to 17 

• Appointment of primary school teachers as Headmaster General for 9 federal 
constituencies for effective coordination of elementary education in local 

communities. 

• Appointment of secondary school teachers as tutor-general to oversee and 
coordinate the delivery of sound secondary education in each of the 3 senatorial 

districts of the state. 
	

SCHOOL INFRASTRUCTURE REVAMP 
To provide conducive environment for learning, Ogbeni Rauf Aregbesola fixed collapsed 

educational infrastructure in all schools, built new modern schools and provided modern 

teaching aids and well-stocked libraries. All these led to reduction in the number of 

students per classroom and motivation for the students to face their studies diligently. 
Some of the specific interventions here include the following: 

• Over 3685 new classrooms delivered across all levels to accommodate 184,300 
students. 

• 67 new model elementary schools constructed to accommodate over 34150 

pupils  

• 49 new Middle schools to accommodate 31,200 students  
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• 11 High schools newly constructed to accommodate 33,000 students 

• 139 classrooms renovated in 39 elementary schools across the state 

• Over 271 classrooms renovated in 36 middle schools across the state 

• 9 high schools renovated and rehabilitated across the state 

• Construction of toilets in over 160 schools across the state 

• In conjunction with UBEC, 1, 811 classrooms in 277 model schools were 
completely rebuilt or rehabilitated. 

• 62,922 new sets of furniture distributed to schools  

• 45 Scholars’ buses distributed across the state to provide free transportation 

services to all school pupils and students, 135 Persons trained and employed to 
run the Scholars' Bus services 

• Over 20 old schools were fenced and properly gated to improve security and 

safety of the students and teachers. 

• Reconstruction of dilapidated schools; the state has constructed 50 new state-of-

the-art schools across the state 

• Supply of instructional materials and teaching aids to some schools to the tune of 
over N500,000,000.00 

• Science Laboratory Equipment to the tune of N150,000,000.00. 

• ICT materials were procured for all schools across the state for improve ICT 

learning 
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CONCLUSION 
The reforms and initiatives implemented by the Ogbeni Rauf Aregbesola’s administration 
have had tremendous impacts on the Osun educational competitiveness. Apart from the 

improved performance of students in the WASSCE, some of the reforms have also 

resulted in the improved welfare for the teachers and better school management. The 
state under Ogbeni Rauf Aregbesola’s administration has also experienced a reduction 

in the percentage of out of school children by 18% from 12.8% in 2011 to 10.5% in 2017 

according to Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (2016/17). 

The O-MEALs is also responsible for a lower incidence of absenteeism in schools and 

reduced incidence of child labour during school period: market days, seasonal farm 

harvest, etc. It is also important to state that the physical and mental development of the 
pupils have improved through the introduction callisthenic programme to schools. 

Furthermore, due to the improved standard of public schools in the state, there have been 

increasing incidence of withdrawal of students from private schools to public schools 

thereby resulting in increased enrolment in government-owned schools. 

Lastly, the Ogbeni Rauf Aregbesola’s administration has improved human capital 

development of the state of Osun through its investment in education in Osun which has 

equipped the future generation of the State with the best possible resources regardless 
of their background in a bid to prepare them for a better and prosperous future for 

themselves and consequently for the State. 
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